


ABOUT
Inspired by true events, The Zoo is a short film highlighting the black experience during 
the Holocaust. This particular journey follows the unlikely relationship between an Afro-
German prisoner and his captor, a Nazi scientist conducting brutal experiments as 
Hitler seeks to colonize Africa.

Country of Origin: USA 

Genre: Drama | Psycho Thriller 

Shooting Format: Arri Alexa Classic Anamorphic 2.8K 

Ratio: 4:3



SYNOPSIS & STORY
Since the early 1800s many European countries, specifically the UK and Germany, were 
fascinated by their inability to colonize and conquer many of the countries in Africa. In an 
attempt to understand what they were missing they would often kidnap African families, men, 
women and children, bringing them back to Europe confining them to a small space so that 
they could better control and study them under conditions which were far more favorable for 
them; in the hopes of being able to crack some kind of “genetic code” that would give them 
the key and access to return to Africa and dominate the cultures.



The Zoo gives us a taste of what was going on in the European mind as it pertained to black men 
in Nazi Germany. In this story we follow our hero Benjamin, an Afro-German captured by the 
Nazi regime and taken to the concentration camp Mathausen  Gussen,  which at the time was the 
only level III extermination camp.



Benjamin quickly discovers the other inhabitants of the camp coined “The Zoo” - Black men from all over the 
world: captured Africans to American, French and British PoW’s. This is Benjamin’s first encounter with “Negro” 
men. 



TE

When Benjamin’s thirst for books unintentionally saves the life of Dr. Richter, he has subjected himself to an even 
higher level of experimentation. The doctor is instantly curious about Benjamin’s “half Aryan brain”. Quickly becoming 
Richter’s favorite, Benjamin is now at odds with the men in the Zoo. Where does his allegiance lie? This psycho-thriller 
sets Benjamin on the ultimate quest for survival as he navigates two thin roads: befriend the crazed scientist, or protect 
his fellow man.   



DR. RICHTER

Dr. Richter, a respected physician is cold and 
calculating. Specifically contracted by the 
Nazis for his extensive research on animals, 
he is hired to use his experience to torture 
prisoners in the concentration camp. Dr. 
Richter possesses a sadistic pleasure in the 
physical torture of others. His pleasure peaks 
and his torture intensifies when he is 
introduced to Benjamin, his first Afro-German 
prisoner; who ironically saves his life. Dr. 
Richter’s curiosity leads him to torment 
Benjamin in inconceivable ways.  



BENJAMIN
A young, Afro-German intellect who lives his world in 
books, Benjamin endures the worst pain. His mixed 
heritage being used as weapon of physiological 
abuse , he stands to bear the brunt of Germany’s 
disgust simply because of his skin. Benjamin learns 
through this horrendous experience that he possesses 
great inner strength; coupled with his undying faith 
allows him to press through, overcome obstacles and 
endure physical and mental atrocities that no human 
should bear. 



VISUAL LANGUAGE













COMPS/TONE

Dark Gritty WWII Psychological Thriller



DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT

Let me begin by saying, The Zoo, is a proof of concept short for the feature film,     
The Forgotten Ones. I am often asked, how the concept of The Forgotten 
Ones was birthed and why as a young man I chose to tackle such a controversial 
topic. The inspiration behind this film came after Steven Spielberg’s “Schindler’s 
List", in which he reported that there were over six million Jews persecuted during 
the Holocaust. I thought to myself "I wonder if there were any other races or 
ethnicities in the Holocaust that we have never been informed about ", after all 
Europe was a mecca of technology, business, and education; naturally families 
would go there looking to start a better life. Suddenly a simple notion led to many 
months of deep and intense research where I discovered that there were indeed 
other ethnicities besides Jews that were tortured and persecuted in Hitler's 
Holocaust; Russians, full blooded Germans who didn't agree with the Nazi agenda, 
homosexuals and maybe the most shocking to me, Africans.  

With this groundbreaking information it became my personal mission to make a film 
that would speak on behalf of those forgotten ones who never had a chance to 
speak for themselves. The Forgotten Ones takes you on an intense emotional and 
spiritual ride in the hope that you will walk away from it feeling empowered, 
strengthened and informed. This film has shown me that regardless of our varying 
demographics, we are more alike than different; each of us has faced and overcome 
extreme circumstances. Only through the sovereignty of the human spirit are we able 
to get through such trying times. The Forgotten Ones illustrates this power within 
each of us.  

Enjoy the journey.  

-Denim  



Denim  Richards    can currently be seen in the role of  ‘Colby’ 
opposite Kevin Costner in the hit Paramount Network series 
"Yellowstone".   Additionally,  Denim  will next appear  as ‘Jack 
Brown’  in the feature film,  “The Chickasaw Rancher,” which tells 
the  remarkable story inspired by the life of renowned Chickasaw 
cattleman Montford T. Johnson. 

Denim  has been a performing artist for over two decades. With 
numerous theater, TV and film credits under his belt, he  found his 
passion for the arts when he was six years old. Since then, he has 
never looked back.  

With a burning desire to own and create, in 2019 he co-established 
Truth Be Told Productions. TBT is a multi-ethnic production company 
that takes pride in telling original stories of quality while providing 
oppor tun i t i e s fo r pro fess iona l s in t he en ter ta inmen t 
industry. Denim  believes that there is amazing talent everywhere, 
and TBT is the platform that is needed to showcase that talent. 

Denim's brand is Love. He believes that everyone should receive it, 
especially children. Denim strongly believes that, "in this day in age 
where everyone is so busy, we have to remember that the youth are 
our future." With this in mind, he launched Safe Stage.   Safe Stage 
is a nonprofit organization that focuses on giving underserved youth 
a positive voice through the arts:, and works to keep them safe from 
trafficking. In conjunction with his nonprofit,  Denim  also mentors 
third, fourth and fifth-grade children and coaches middle and high 
school students in football and basketball. 

Denim is also very active in many different charities such as United 
Steps, which addresses homelessness; RAINN (Rape, Abuse & 
Incest National Network); Rowell's Foster Children's Positive Plan, 
Operation Underground Railroad and the Innocent Justice 
Foundation. 

DENIM RICHARDS
Writer | Director



Britani Golden
Producer

Britani Golden is the President of Pink Hammer 
Entertainment. A native of Washington, DC, she is a 

CPA by trade, with Masters degrees in accounting and 

finance, and entertainment business.  

  

Britani has worked in the entertainment industry for over 

15 years as the CFO of a cable network and an 

entertainment production company.  In 2011, Britani 

moved from DC to LA to launch her entertainment 

management firm and since, she has worked for and 

beside some of the industry’s elite in television, film and 

theater. 

  

Incorporated and headquartered in Los Angeles, the 

epicenter of the entertainment industry, Pink Hammer 

Entertainment is a full-service Talent Management firm. 

  

Britani is a board member of the Talent Managers 

Association, a member of the Television Academy, and 

a member of Women In Film.

J. Mallory McCree a native of Detroit, MI, has been 
paving his way towards stardom. After attending Rutgers 

University, earning a BFA from Mason Gross School of the 

Arts (Calista Flockhart, Sebastian Stan, Mike Coulter), J. 

Mallory moved to New York City. Right out of school he 

booked roles in New York's premiere off-broadway 

houses such as Signature Theatre and Playwright's 

Horizons. Soon after, McCree would make his Broadway 

debut in the all black revival of, A Streetcar Named 

Desire.  

Acquiring a strong background in theatre, J. has broken 

through in film and television. Some of McCree’s most 

notable roles include: Sekou Bah on Season 6 of 

Homeland; Charlie on Quantico; and Cole in Marvel’s, 

The Defenders. Other prominent projects include Show 

Me A Hero (HBO), The Last Ship; From Nowhere (SXSW 

2016 Audience Award Winner), & Who Are We Now 

(TIFF). J. is currently starring on Freeform’s hit new series, 

Good Trouble. 

J. Mallory McCree
Producer

Ryan Gibson is currently a staff writer on a network 
pilot. Ryan started his career as an assistant in the 
Warner Bros Estimating Department, learning the 
"business" of the business. As a Production Assistant on 
FRIENDS and ROCK ME BABY, he honed his production 
and writing skills.  

He has been a Writer’s Assistant on the Lifetime show 
MISSING, and a Writer/Producer on over 15 
independent short films, which transitioned to TOP 
CHEF, TOP CHEF II, TREASURE HUNTERS, MADE IN 
AMERICA and LAST COMIC STANDING. His role in 
writing and producing an Infotainment program, 
SPOTLIGHT led to writing an episode on the CBS hit 
show "CRIMINAL MINDS".  

Ryan has traveled the world teaching, writing and 
producing, including a recent trip to Nigeria to teach 
screenwriting to over 1000 eager young filmmakers. 

His burgeoning career led him to develop Script 
Therapy Inc. and the writing workshops associated with 
it. Ryan describes writing as a sacred gift and those with 
the gift have the ability to change the hearts and minds 
of an audience; to show people a different perspective 
on the world. And it’s my greatest joy to work with 
those writers to achieve that goal. 

Ryan Gibson
Writer | Producer



Obba Babatunde´
Executive Producer

Obba Babatunde  is an American stage and movie 
actor, voice actor, producer, director and 
singer.Babatundé was co-producer and director 
of Oscar's Black Odyssey, co-producer of Dorothy 
Dandridge: An American Beauty, and co-producer 
of  TV in Black: The First 50 Years. He is associate 
producer of the horror film  Voodoo Dolls  and 
executive producer of  Journey. Most recently, 
Babatundé directed and co-stars with  Katt 
W i l l i a m s  i n t h e  L i o n s g a t e H o m e 
Entertainment  feature film American Bad Boy, and 
he produced and directed the short film Clarissa's 
Gift. 
Babatundé also directed a version of the Broadway 
musical Dreamgirls. He co-authored, directed, and 
produced In the Blink of an Eye. 

Angela Lewis, a born and raised Detroiter and 
graduate of the University of Michigan, has 
always had a desire to integrate her passion for 
exploring humanity through the arts, standing in 
the fullness of the light and love that is her core, 
and carving out a legacy for herself as an 
actress. Apart from landing a series regular role 
on the FX series, SNOWFALL, she has also 
appeared in a recurring role on TNT’s THE LAST 
SHIP, a supporting role in the Chris Rock’s 
comedy feature TOP FIVE, and an Ariel Castro-
inspired role on LAW & ORDER: SVU. 

Angela Lewis
Executive Producer

Cornelius Smith Jr.  is an American actor 

best known for his portrayal of Marcus 

W a l k e r o n t h e  A B C  d r a m a 

s e r i e s  S c a n d a l  f r o m 2 0 1 5 t o 

2018, and Frankie Hubbard on the ABC soap 

opera All My Children  from December 2007 

until September 2011. He received a Daytime 

Emmy Award nomination for Outstanding 
Younger Actor in a Drama Series in 2009.

Cornelius Smith, Jr.
Executive Producer
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Born and raised in Michigan and moved to New York City in 2008. 
Megan quickly fell in love with the energy, culture and people in the 
city. She graduated from NYU with a bachelors degree and high 
honors in Producing, and Media, Communication and Culture. 

In 2011 Megan started a production company, Plastic Tree Pictures, 
alongside her creative partner, Joshua Mayes, through which they 
produced an award winning feature film (Rooftops), an award 
winning short film, "People Like You, and are currently in development 
on/pitching a feature film. 

Independently Megan has produced four other films: "Man in 
Hoodie," "The Creeper's Curse," "Beyond Saving," and "Spicy Tuna."

Megan Mayes
Co-Producer | First AD

Brieana Johnson
Co-Producer 

Brieana was born and raised in Kentucky where she attended college 
and graduated with a Bachelor's Degree in TV Production. She started 
off working in News and Radio in 2012 while attending college, then 
moved to Los Angeles in 2015 where she worked on her first feature 
film. 

In 2018 she co-produced her first short film titled "The Land of Two Fields" 
that hit the festival circuit then shortly after she produced a Music Video 
for Guy Tang titled "Super Power" that currently has over 600K views!  
From there she went on to produce numerous other successful music 
videos for that artist.  She currently works full time as a Project Manager 
at CBS Interactive managing numerous projects for a team of editors and 
motion graphic designers while continuing to freelance produce projects 
she’s passionate about in her spare time.   



Laura was born in Chicago, Illinois and raised in a small suburban 
town 25 miles south of the city. Much of her free time as an only-
child was spent either in front of a television screen or in a movie 
theater. It was there that she fell in love with film's ability to 
completely immerse her in the narrative and take her to a different 
place entirely. 

She has lensed six feature films, including Lifetime Movie Network’s 
Doctor Death and many shorts, including the 2019 SXSW Jury 
Award Winner, Other Side of the Box. Her breadth of work ranges 
from dark and gritty thrillers to crisp and polished commercials to 
cinematic documentaries. 

Laura is particularly drawn to narrative work that deals with 
emotional struggle and explores the complexity of the human 
psyche. She believes that no story is complete without carefully 
thought-out visuals that elevate the actors' performances and 
connect the audience to the characters' emotion. 

She strongly believes her job as cinematographer is not only to 
create beautiful images, but to initiate a feeling from the audience 
because of the visual imagery. She enjoys technical problem-solving 
in order to achieve the director’s vision and will always work 
towards what is best for the story.  

She is an alumna of Loyola Marymount University’s School of Film & 
Television and currently resides in Los Angeles, CA. She is available 
to travel and owns an ARRI Alexa camera package. She looks to be 
a part of projects that seek to accomplish an elevated visual style. 

Laura Jansen
Cinematographer



Jongnic “JB” Bontemps is a uniquely modern film composer, 
harmonizing a classical education with his rich tech background. As a 
maestro of Silicon Valley he wrote everything from the hip-hop infused 
score for the Tribeca-favorite documentary  United Skates, to 
rousing additional music for the acclaimed film Creed II directed by 
Steven Caple Jr. He became the go-to composer for Caple Jr. while 
scoring his coming-of-age drama  The Land, for which he also 
orchestrated the song “This Bitter Land” performed by Nas and 
Erykah Badu. 

JB has scored dozens of features, documentaries, shorts, and 
videogames in all genres, fusing a contemporary sound with timeless 
emotion. His other recent projects include original scores for the Toni 
Braxton - led drama,  Faith Under Fire , t he Sundance 
selection Leimert Park produced by Charles King (Mudbound), and 
additional music for the new Epix series  Godfather of 
Harlem starring Forest Whitaker. JB’s scores have echoed at Cannes, 
the Warsaw Film Festival, Pan African Film Festival, and the American 
Black Film Festival, as well as at home on HBO, BET, Lifetime, NBC, 
Showtime, Netflix, PBS and Disney XD. Up next for JB is the Lifetime 
biopic Clarke Sisters: The First Ladies of Gospel as well as Hot 
Chocolate Nutcracker, the Netflix and Shondaland-produced 
documentary miniseries about the Debbie Allen Dance Company’s 
award-winning production of The Nutcracker. 

Jongnic Bontemps
Composer



Jack Gravina started his career as a composer and 
primetime television editor, working for companies 
including Discovery Channel, and HBO.    After directing 
several award winning short films, he and his wife started 
their own production company, “Gravina Films” that 
produces narrative content.  Jack is also the Co-Owner of 
the music production company, “Nimble Music”. 

Jack Gravina
Editor
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CONTACT

BRITANI GOLDEN 
PRODUCER 
PINK HAMMER ENTERTAINMENT 
BGOLDEN@PINKHAMMERENT.COM

J. MALLORY MCCREE 
PRODUCER 
MOON CHILD GROUP 
JMALMCCREE@GMAIL.COM

DENIM RICHARDS 
WRITER|PRODUCER|DIRECTOR 
LAZER FOCUS PRODUCTIONS 
DENIM.RICHARDS@YAHOO.COM

RYAN GIBSON 
WRITER|PRODUCER 
PINK HAMMER ENTERTAINMENT 
GIBSOR@GMAIL.COM
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